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Sottl tivOt Wifc^nUt, 



About the year 1735, a young 
man, of the name of Monsieur De 
la Tour, a native of Normandy, af- 
ter having in vain tried to gain em- 
plojment to support an amiable vvife 
and expected infant, in despite of the 
cruel neglect of his friends, v^ho 
£^ad forsaken him on account of his 
^' arrying against their consent, took 
^ ^ his residence in the valley of 
^ ^rt Louis, in the Isle of Francip, af- 



ter haying bade a long farewell io 
his native country. Madame De la 
Tour was descended from a rich 
and ancient family in the south part 
of France, but had forfeited her for? 
ttine by an union with hini) in op- 
position to her rdatrott^^ who with? 
held their consent, because he was 
not honoured with as noble a pedir 
gree as that which they had to 1)oas| 
of. Unfortunately for hi m, he land- 
ed at the Island at the very period of 
time when the unhealthly ^easoQ 
set in, and died soon ^er of a pes-: 
tilential fcviE5r. 

The effects of which he died p( 
IBCssed wwe rapaciously seized ( ^ 



by straugers ; and his wife, whom 
he had left behind him, found her- 
self, at the very moment when she 
was forming plans of future happi- 
ness, a widow, pregnant, and with- 
out any other friend in the world 
than a female negro, in a country 

where she was a stranger. ■ ' 

■ ^ 
In the place, to which Madame 

De la Tour had retreated, dwelt a 

young woman of a good-natured, 

lively, and tender disposition ; her 

name was Marguerite; she was 

born in Brittany, of a family of 

easants, by whom she was tender- 

7 beloved, and with whom she 

light have passed her time in rural 



ionoeeoce, if she had not listened to 
a gentleman, who, under promise of 
marriage, triumphed oi^r her sim- 
plicity, and then left her in a state of 
pregnai^y^ without making the 
smallest proyision for the child she 
was ahout to bring into the world, 
Overwhelmed with grief and vexa- 
iSn, the wretehed INIarguerite rer 
solved to leave the place of he? hirth 
• forever, and retire to some distant col- 
ony, where her error might he buri- 
ed in oblivion, since she had lost the 
only portion which a poor and hon- 
est girl can boast of — ^her repu^- 
tion. An old black, whom she h. 
purchased with some borrowed n 



pe J, asstsjted her ii) oultivating the 
small spot which she had chosen 
for an assylum ;--^iid here it was( 
ths^t Madame De la Tour, assisted 
hv hier negress, found her in the acr 
tion of suckling her child, who wm 
delisted at meeting with a female 
in a situation nearly the sam^ with 
her own ^ ai^d immediately infoCm- 
ed her, in a few words, of the prin- 
cipal occurrencoB of her past life. — 
Marguerite was moved with pity at 
the recital ; and willing rather to 
merit her confidence than her es- 
teem, made a hrief narration of her 
own misfortunes, even without con- 
cealing the error which she had been 
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guilty of; and then^ after shedding 
a flood of tears, made her an offer 
of her hut and friendship* Madame 
De la Tour, moved with this kind 
reception, took her in her arms, and 
exclaimed, " Surely heaven at length 
has put a period to my vv^oes, since it 
has inspired you with more good- 
ness towards me than I ever receiv- 
ed at the hands of my relations." — 
'The emotions of these new friends 
were no sooner subsided, than Mar- 
guerite called in La Varole, an el- 
derly peasant, who resided in an ad- 
jacent hut, and whom she always 
consulted in cases of emergency.-— 
He was ho sooner seated, than she 
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genre him a brief abstract of h^ 
friend's misfortunes ; upon vrhiel^ 
jthe venerable peasant, perceiving 
Madame De la Tour to be pregnant, 
advised the two friends, for the in- 
te|:^t of their ehildrisn, and to pre?- 
yent the intrusion of other settlers, 
p} divide equailj the property of the 
wild sequestered valley between 
th^m^ which contained about twen- 
ty acres. This proposal wifs readily 
agreed to, and the dmding it imme- 
diately undertaken by the worthy 
peasant, who marked out two equal 

porUons of land, the one extending 

.» 

from the summit of the mountain 
|:o a white cl^, the other comprise4 
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all the foot of the mountain, and ex* 
tended along the banks of the riner 
to a rising eminence. 

La Varole had no sooner made 
this division, than he persuaded tlie 
two friends to draw lots for the 
same ; when the higher station fell 
to Madame de la Tour, and the low- 
er one to Marguerite, upon which 
the ladies declared themselves per- 
fectly contented, each with her res- 
pective lot, at the same time re- 
questing that he would place their 
habitation as close to each other as 
possible, in order that they might 
enjoy the sweet and soothing inter- 
course of friendship without inter- 
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niptioD. To this La Varde readily 
assented ; and in a few days, with 
the assistance of Domingo, built a 
small but neat cottage adjoining to 
that of Marguerite. 

The new cottage was but just fin- 
ished, when Madame De la Tour 
was delivered of a fine girl. And 
when the smiling tioistnt was enroll- 
ed a member of the christian reli- 
gion, she gave her the name of Vir- 
ginia. The two cottages, by the 
time of Madame De la Tour's xit 
merr, beg«> to be tolerably co^ 
fortable, partly through the attention 
of their worthy friend La Varole, 
but still more so by the assiduity and 



industry of the two skTed. Mar^ 

guerite'S) #hom thej ealled Domin^ 

go, was am Ilof bkek, stOl strong 

iiod hearty, though fair s^aneed is 

yeari^, and possessed of greftt bxjpe^ 

rience and good natural sense. He 

understood the eultitation of the 

ground, both sterile and fruitf^, pw<^ 

feetly well, andoMlapted the aeveral 

seeds to thefr differed soils with the 

greatest nicety, particukrly scywing 

small millet and Indian eotn where 

the ground was of an inferior quali^ 
ty, and a little wheat where it was » 

good, not forgetting among tlie Fetit' 

to sow a few tobaOco^idants, wh«re» 

with, wh€© they were cowi^ to per^- 
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fection, he might sooth his own cares 
sgid those of his worthy mistresses^ 
He also, when occasion required, «ut 
fire-wood in the mountains, fie 
was particularly attached to Margue^^ 
rite, and very little less to Madame 
De la Tour, whose ffemale slave be 
married a short tinife after the hirth 
of Virginia. He loved his wife ten-^ 
derly, whose name Was Mary. Sh€i 
was bom at Mads^ascar, and had 
brought With her from thence sevfef • 
al meefaanical arts, particularly tli 
useful one of making baskets, und a 
kind of stufif called pagnes, with 
the long grass that grew in the ad- 
jacent forest ; and to a3f these useful 



t- 
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acquisitions she added the pleasing 
one of cleanliness. She had the eare of 
dressing their victuals, breeding and 
feeding their small stock of poultry^ 
and of going sometimes to Port Louis 
to dispose of the superfluity of the 
two plantations, which was incon- 
siderable. These two slaves^ togeth* 
er wilh a couple of goats, brought 
up with the children, and a large dog, 
who watij^iied out of doors in the 
night, formed the whole of the do- 
mestic department of the two little 

farms. 

As for the two friends, they spun 
cotton from morning tonight; which 
^nployment* just served to procure 
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for themselves and their families the 
common necessaries of life : hut in 
other respects they were so ill pro- 
vided, that they never wore shoes 
except on a Sundy, when they went 
early in the morning to the church 
of Pamplemousses. 

Nothing could exceed the attach- 
ment of the infants even in their 
cradle ; and the first names they 
learned to give each other, npon 
their coming to the use of speech, 
^ Was that of brotiier and sister. As 
soon as they grew up,^ the manage- 
ment of the household affairs devol- 
ved on Virginia, while Paul, who 
was never idle, either worked in the 
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garden with Bomingt), er followed 
him with a little hatchet to the 
woods ; where, if in the course of 
his ramhles, he espied any flower 
or fruit more curious than common, 
he immediately gathered and hore it 
in triumph to his heloved sister, 
whose culinary endeavours in pre- 
paring the fi'ugal repast, which was 
always ready at his return hctm his 
daily toils, met with his warmest 
approhation. 

In this simple and artless maftnef 
passed the infantine years' oi Paul 
imd Virginia. Already they par- 
took of the household cares with 
^eir parents. Yirgioia arising at 
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the dawn of day, hastened to draw 
water from an adjacent spring : 
which done, she prepared the break- 
fast ; soon after which, when the 
sun illuqiinated llie points of the 
mountain with his golden rays. Mar- 
guerite would repair with her son to 
Madame De la Tour's habitation, 
where this little family offered \ip 
their morning orisons to the Su- 
preme Ruler of the Universe. This 
dutiful ceremony always preceded 
their first repast, which they oftfen 
partoQk of before the door of the, 
cottage, seated on the mossy ground, 
under the shade of a plaintain tree, 
whose solid fruit furnished their ta- 
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ble Mith food ready prc5)Mei to 
their hands, wMle its leng and glossy 
leaves answered with them the pur- 
poses of table linen. 

This plain but wholes^ome man<« 
ner of living, gave additional growth 
and vigour to the person^ of these 
amiable children, vrhlle their placid 
countenances expressed the purity 
and pea6e that was within their 
breasts ; and thus by the time Vir- 
ginfe. had attained her twelfth year, 
her figure was neatly formed ; her 
light hair overshad^d her fore- 
head abundantly, while her blue 
eyes and coral lips gave a most ten- 
der espres^ion to the t<mi emembh 
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•f her peitesu Her eyes sparkled 
wiih an indeicribable vi vacit j, when 
she spoke; and* when silent, thej 
had a cast upward^ which gave them 
an expNssio& <^ sensibility, or rath- 
er that of tender melancholy. The 
figure of Paul already began to dis^ 
play the graces of manhood. He 
was considerably taller than his fos- 
ter sister, his complexion more 
brown^his nose more aquiline ; and 
his eyes, which were black, would 
have been too piercing, had it not 
been for the long eye-lashes which 
shaded, and att the same time gave 
them an inexpressible degree of soft- 
ness. 



In the mean time, Mistdatne de Itf 
Tour, who watched over the open- 
ing graces of her daughter with a 
mother's eye, felt maternal anxiety 
increase with her tenderness, and 
would often exclaim to l^arguerite, 
^^, Oh, heavens ! if I^auld die, what 
would become of Virginia, destitute 
as she is of fortune or estate ? '' This 
reflection naturally reminded her of 
an aunt whom she had in France, 
who was a woman of quality, rich, 
old, and a great biggot. This aunt 
hj|d behaved exceedingly ^ruel on 
account of her marriftge, and there- 
fore she held no correspondence with 
her ; but now she resolved to stifle 
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lier res^fttment for fhe sake of her 
daughter, and accordingly wrote to 
her, infwming her of the sudden 
death <d her husband, the birth 
of Yii^nia, and her apprehension of 
leaving the latter nnproTided for. No 
answer, however, came, until the pe- 
riod of three years was nearly expire 
ed ; when she was informed that the 
govenK>r of the island had a letter for 
her from her aunt. She flew im- 
mediately to Port Louis, regardless 
of the homely figure she cut ; so 
much was her mind absorbed with 
the fond expectations which mater- 
ial hope and joy had formed to her 
enraptured fancy. On h€Br arrival 
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at the castle, upon her name being 
animiupced, she was introduoed to 
the governor, who g^ve her the let- 
ter from her aunt ; in which the lat- 
ter tauntingly informed her she de- 
served all she had mfet with, for hav- 
ing married an adventurer ; that the 
sudden death of her husband was a 
punishmedk inflicted on her by heav- 
en for her disobedience ; till at 
length, having vented all her abuse 
upon her unfortunate niece, she fin- 
ished with an high coloured eulogium 
on her condeaic^ension ; adding, in the 
postcrlpt, that she had rpcommend- 
ed her niece to the governor. This 
^as indeed very true j but she had 



;_. 
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done it in stich a maojoer as rathett* 
injured than promoted her in the fa- 
vour of the latter. Though this du- 
plicity of the aunt, Madame De la 

^ Tour was received with the coolest 
indifference hy the governor, who, 
at the same tinie as he promised to 

I see what could he done for Virgin- 
ia, strongly reprimanded her for hav- 
ing fled in the face of so respecta-* 
ble a relation as her aunt. 

She returned home, her heart 
wounded with grief, and full of 
bitterness. Upon her arrival, she 
threw herself into a chair; and fling- 
' ing her aunt's letter 'upon the table, 
exclaimed to her friend, "Behold 



•J 
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the rewBvd of twelve years' patience!'^ 
when the ej^cens of emotion depri- 
ted her of the power of titterance* 
At this sight Virginia burst into 
tears, pressing altenatelj the hands 
of her mother and Marguerite to her 
lips and heart ; while Paul, h»re;^ei 
inflamed with rage, sobbed, clench- 
ed his hands, and stamped, not know- 
ing whom he might blame for the 
scene of mjisery before hinu By 
such tender marks of friendship, her 
sorrow was at length ditssipated. — 
She clasped Paul and Virginia in h^ 
arms, exclaimed at the same time, 
^My dear children ! you, you are 
tke cause of all my aflOliction ; and 
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yet yoti are the source of all my felL- 
city." The infant minds of Paul and 
Virginia did not comprehend this 
reflection ; but when they saw her 
returning to a state of calmness, they 
smiled, and continued their carres- 
ses. Trtius tranquility was once more 
restored, in despite of what had pas- 
sed, as a transient storm serves to, 
give verdure to the face of nature. 

Paul at twelve years of age was more 
robust than the generality of Europe* 
ans at fifteen, and his chief delight 
was in embellishing the plantations^ 
which Domingo had only cultivated. 
Disposingthe trees in suchamanner 
that the whole could be command^ 
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ed at one view, he planted in the 
middle of the hollow such plants as 
were of low growth ; hehind these 
grew the shrubs ; then trees of the 
common height ; and above all these, 
rose majestically the venerable lofty 
pines that closed the prospect ; the 
whole presenUng to view a verdant • 
amphitheatre, spread with a diver- 
sity of fruits and flowers, a variety 
of vegetables, and fields well stored 
with rice and corn ; while in blend- 
ing these various productions to his 
own fancy he followed the designs 
of nature. Every plant grew in its 
proper soil, and every spot seemed 
ornamented by her hand. The wa* 
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ters which descended from the sum* 
mits of the rocks formed, in some 
parts of the valley, either liquid foun- 
tains or large mirrors of chrystal, in 
whose clear hosoms the trees in bios- 
soms, the bending rocks, and azure * 
heavens, were portrayed with re- 
doubled splendour ; in short, the 
whole was so well ^contrived, that 
notwithstanding the extreme irreg- 
ularity of the ground, most of the 
plantations were easy of access. — 
On the point of a neighbouriag rock 
which projected from the mountain, 
one might obtain a clear view of the 
inclosure, and of the distant ocean, 
together with (at times) the pleas- 
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ing sight of a vessel ooming from 
Europe. On this rock the two fam- 
ilies used to assem^hle on an even- 
ing^ where they enjoyed in silence 
the freshness of the air, the fragrance 
of the flowers, the murmurs of the 
fountains, and the last blended har- 
ipionies of light and shade. That 
rock, which we* just mentioned, and 
from whence the approach of La 
Varole could be discerned for sever- 
al yards distance, was called the Dis^ 

covery of Friendship. 

Paul and Virginia, amid their ru- 
ral sports, had planted a bamboo on 
that spot ; and as soon as they per- 
ceived him ooming, would hoist up 
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a little white flag as a signal of his 
approach, taking the hint fronn see- 
ing the natives hoist a flag upon the 
neighbouring mountain en the ap- 
pearance of a vessel at sea. 

But of all these charming retreats, 
none could he Ddore agreeable than 
the one, which they called the Re- 
pose of Virginia ; at the foot of the 
rock called the Discovery of Friend- 
ship, there was an hollow, or nook, 
from whence issued a fountain, form- 
ing in its source a small spot of 
marshy ground, in the midst of a fine 
field of rich grass. When Marguer- 
ite was delivered of Paul, La Varole 
made her a present of an Indian co^ 
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coa, wMch sbe planted on the bor- 
der of the last-mentioned place, in 
order that the tree which it should 
happen to produce might serve as a 
mark of the epoch of the bif th of 
her son ; which mode of calcula- 
tion was also adopted bj Madame 
De la Tour, who planted another at 
the birth of Virginia. These two 
trees formed all the records of the 
family, while the one was Qajled " the 
tree of Paul,'* and the other "the 
tree of Virginia." Theygrewinthe 
same proportion, as the two young 
people whose names they bore, of 
an unequal height, till, at the ex- 
piration of twelve years, they had 
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raised their heads consider^ly above 
the cottages. Ahready their tender 
stalks began to entwine among each 
other ; the young branches of these 
cocoas hung pendant over the basin 
ot the fountain. With the excep- 
tion of this small plantation, the 
nook of the rock had been left un- 
decorated by any other hand than 
that of nature. Virginia loved to 
repose herself on the borders of this 
fountain, decorated vrith a degree of' 
magnificence at once both wild and 
sublime. Often would she seat her- 
self under the cocoa trees, where 
she sometimes led her goats to graz 
and as she prepared cheeseii fro 
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their milk, was delighted to see them 
browse. 

Paul no sooner observed Yirgipia 
to be fond of this spot, than he 
brought thither from the neighbour- 
ing forest a great variety of birds* 
nests ; the result of which was, that 
the old birds followed their young 
one, and soon established themselves 
in this new colony, to which they 
werp in some measure induced by 
the kind usage of Virginia, who, 
from time to time, threw among 
them a few grains of rice, maize, 
and millet Accordingly, as soon 
as she appeared, the whistling black- 
bird, the amadavid bird, so remark- 
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able for the peculiar softness of its 
note ; and the cardinals, whose pin- 
inage is the colour of flame, forsook 
their bushes: while the paroquet, 
green as an emerald, dwcended f^om 
the adjacent fan palms, and the pat- 
ridge ran along the grass. Thus 
they all advanced undauntedly to- 
ward her, like a brood of chickens ; 
and while they were enjoying theAi- 
selves over the scattered grains 
which had fallen from the hands of 
benevolence ; Paul and Vir^nia u% * 
ed to observe with inexpressible de- 
light their sports, their repasts, and* 
their loves. 
Thus passed the early days o^ 
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these amiable children in innocence^ 
and in the exercise of beneyolence 
toward the whole living part of the 
creation, contentment was Ahe be- 
loved inmate of their cottages ; and 
as they often sat under the shade of 
,the rocks, it gave an additional zest 
to their rural repasts, which cost no 
animal its life, while gourds filled 
with milk, fresh eggs, rice, cakes 
neatly laid upon plaintain-leaves, has* 
kets replete with mangoes, oranges, 
pomegranates, and bread-fruit, fur- 
nished thift most delicious juices. In 
the rainy seasons, the two families 
assembled together in one of the 
huts, where they employed them* 
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selves in weaving mats of grass and 
baskets of bamboos. Rakes, spades, 
katchets, yveve ranged along the vralk 
of their hut in the neatest order; and 
near those instruments of agricul- 
ture veere placed the productions t)f 
their labours, namely, sacks of rice, 
sheaves of com, and baskets of plan- 
tain. Some small degree of luxu- 
ry is most commonly the concbmit- 
ant of plenty. Virginia, instructed 
by her mother and Marguerite, 
made therbert cordials from the 
juice of the sugar cane, the orange, 
and the citron. At night they sup- 
ped by the light of a l^p ; after 
virbich, Madame de la Tour, or Mar- 
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guerite, recounted some tale orhisto-' 
ry, while their children listened with 
eager sensibility j after which, they 
would retire to rest, impatient to 
meet again the next morning. 

Paul, accompained by his belov- 
ed Virginia, would frequently wan- 
der up and down the plantations, and 
sometimes they would prolong th^ir 
walk along the sloping part of the 
mountain, until they came to the 
dwelling of La Varole, where they 
often found a dinner prepared 
against their arrival, on the bank§ 
of a little river which glided by his 
cottage. Upon these occasions that 
venerable peasant would produce a 
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bottle or two of old wine, in' ordeif 
to heighten the gaiety of iheir In- 
dian repast by the cordial produc- 
tions of Europe. These repasts 
ivere frequently succeeded by the 
songs of Virginia, chiefly treating 
on the pleasures of a rural life. — 
Sometimes she performed a panto? 
mine with Paul, after the manner 
of the blacks. Yirginiay choosing 
the subject from some of the most 
interesting histories which she had 
heard her mother read, represented 
the most ^striking passages with the 
most elegant simplicity. At the 
sound of Domingo's tamtam, she 
tometimes- appeared on the grass^^ 
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plat, bearing a pitcher on her head , 
and advancing with a timid step to 
draw water. Domingo and Mary, 
persohating the shepherds of Median, 
forbade her to approach, and sternly 
repulsed her ; upon which, Paul 
would fly to her, and beat away the 
shepherds; then fill Virginia's pitch- 
er ; and placing it on her head, bind 
her brows at the same time with a 
crown of the Madagascar periwinkle, 
which served to heighten the delica- 
cy of her skin. Upon these occa- 
sions La Varole, joining their sports, 
would represent the part of Raguel, 
and bestow on Paul his daughter 
Zephorah in marriage. 
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Paul and Virginia had neither 
clock, almanack, nor books of chro- 
nology, history, or philosophy. The 
periods of their lives were regulated 
by those of nature ; they knew the 
hour of the day only by the shadow 
of the trees ; the seasons, by the 
times those trees bore flowers or 
fruits ; and the years, by the num- 
ber of harvests ; while these pleas- 
ing images gave an inexpressible 
charm to their conversation. "It is 
time to dine," said Virginia to the 
family ; " the shadows of the plan- 
tain-trees are at their roots." Anoth- 
er time she would say, " I know 
night is near at hand, for the tama- 
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rinds dose their leaves.'* " Wheij 

will you come to see us V some of 

1^ youthful neighhours would in- 

ji^ire ; tp which Yirginia replied, 
" At the time of the sugar-cane ;'* 

to which they answered, " it will 
pMn be .the sweeter, and much more 
agreeable." When any one ques- 
tioned her concerning the age of 
herself and Paul, she would reply, 
^^ My brother is of the same age as 
the great cocoa-tree of the fountain, 
and I number my years with those 
of the little one ; the mangoes have 
borne fruit twelve times, and the or- 
Itnge trees four-and-twenty times, 
sance I made my appearance in ihp 
wprld." 
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Frequently, when they were alojie, 
Paul would, on his return from |Ia- 
bour, address himself tohis beloikd 
Virginia as follows : — '^ When I am 
fatigued with the toils of the day, 
the sight of you instantly refreshes % 
me. If, when on the top of the 
mountain, I perceive you in the val- 
ley below, methinks I behold a 

blushing rose in the midst of the 
orchard* Tell me, my dear sister, 

by what charm you have enchanted 
me. Surely it cannot be your, wis- 
dom, since our mothers have more 
than either of us ; nor by your cares- 
ses, siMce they embrace me much of- 
tener than you do ; it must-certain- 
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Ij then be through your goodness. 
Here, my beloved, eat this honey- 
comb, which I have taken from the 
top of a rock." To this she replied, 
^ O ! my dear brother, the rajrs of 
the sun in the morning at the top 
of the mountain give me less joy 
than the sight of you. I love my 
mother and your's most tenderly ; 
but when they call you their son, I 
love them almost to adoration. You 
ask, why you love me. Look at the 
birds trained up in the same nests ; 
they love like me, and for the same 
reason, because they are alwajs to- 
gether. Hark how they call and 
answer one another front tree to 
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tree ; so when ^ho bears to my 
ears the airs which you play on your 
flute at the summit of the moun- 
tain, I repeat the words in the hot- 
to^n of the valley. I pray every 
day for my mother, for thine, for 
thee, and for our poor servants ; hut 
when I pronounce thy name, my 
devotion seems to receive new 
strength, and I fervently implore 
the Divine Author of our being to 
protect you from every danger. — - 
" Why will you go so far," continu- 
ed the lovely maid, looking with 
the utmost tenderness in his face. 
" Why will you climb so high in 
search of ffuit-tyees and flowers foy 



44 

me ? How much you are fatigued ! 
Thou art in a most violent perspi- 
ration." She would then in the 
kindest manner, wipe the damp off 
his hrow with her little white hand- 
kerchief. 

Ahout this time, one of those 
summers which frequently desolates 
such countries as are situated he- 
tween the tropics, spread its destruc- 
tive horrors over the island. It was 
the end of December, when the sun, 
having entered Capricorn, darts for 
the space of three weeks its verti- 
cal fires over the Isle of France. — 
The south wind, which blows there 
nearly the whole year, now blew no' 
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longer ; while the sun's scorching 
rays penetrated into the very bowels 
of the earth. The drooping cattle 
on the sides of the hills stretched 
out their necl^s towards heaven ; and 
panting for air, niade the valley re- 
verberate with their melancholy 
lowings. The air resoijijded with 
the buz of insects, who sought to 
allay their thirst with the blood of 
men and beasts. On one of those 
«ultry evenings Virginia arose, rest- 
less and uneasy, walk )d about a few 
paces, and then went to bed i^ain ; 
but in no attitude could she find 
either slumber or repose. Worn 
out with fatigue, she s^ain left her 
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bed, and bent her way by the light 
of the moon to her favourite foun- 
tain, which, in spite of the drought, 
sti!l flowed in silver threads down 
the brown sides of the rock. Ex- 
hausted with the heat, she eagerly 
precipitated herself into the basin j 
when its coolness re-animated her 
spirits ; but more especially the re- 
collection that in that bath her moth- 
er and Marguerite had amused them- 
selves with bathing her and Paul to- 
gether in their infancy. These 
pleasing thoughts were however 
soon dissipated, when she reflected 
on the hour of the night, and the 
profound solitude which reigned a- 
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round. Her imagination grew dis- 
ordered, and she fled from those dan- 
gerous shades to her mother, in or- 
der to find an asylum. 

In the mean time, the intense 
heat drew from the ocean vapours, 
which covered the island like a vast 
parasol, and gathered round the 
summits of the mountains, while 
long flakes of fire darted forth every 
now and then from their foggy peaks. 
Immediately, the most tremendous 
thunder made the heavens resound, 
while it shook the woods, the plains, 
and the vallies, to their very centre. 
The rains poured from the skies like 
a second flood, and ran in foaming 
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torrents down the ifiountaiin, it 
whose foot was huilt the cottages of 
the two friends ; in consequence of 
itvhich, the valley beneath instantly 
t>eeame a little sea ; the plot of 
ground on which the two houses 
were situated was an island ; and al- 
so the entrance of the talley, a 
sluice, through which the roaring 
waters rushed precipitately^ carry*-' 
tng before them vast quantities of 
earth, trees, and pieces of rocks. 

Alarmed at this convulsion of the 
elements, the two affrighted fami- 
lies humbled themselves in prayer 
before their Creator, in tha dwel- 
ling of Madame De k Tour, whose 
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roof crocked hocribly when attack^ 
ed by the winds which blew with 
^e utmost violence ; while thd 
flashes of lightening were so vivid 
and frequent as to render every ob^ 
ject from without (although th^ 
doors and windows were well fast*' 
ened) discemable through the joints 
and crevices of the shutters. The 
intrepid Paul, followed by Bomin^ 
go, went from one cottage to the 
other, regardless of the fury of the 
tempest, in one place supporting a 
partition with a buttress, and in an« 
other driving a stake where it was 
most wanted, returning only ocea<' 
sionally in order to console bis be^^ 

E 
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loved Virginia with the hopes of 
the storm being nearly exhausted, 
which however did not take plac6 
until the evening, when the rain 
ceased, the trade-winds of the south 
resumed their ordinary course, the 
tempestuous clouds were thrown to 
the north-east, and the setting sun 
made his appearance once more in 
the northern hemisphere. 

The first wish of Virginia, after 
she recovered from her terror, was 
to pay a visit to the spot called her 
repose ; when Paul advanced to- 
ward her with a timid air, and of- 
fered the assistance of his arm, 
which she accepted with a smile, 



and they left the cottage together. 
The air was fresh and clear, and 
white vapours arose from the^ tops 
of the mountains, furrowed here 
and there by the foam of the tor- 
rents that had so lately poured down 
their sides. As for the ^rden, the 
whole of it was reversed, the roots 
of the fruit-trees being for the most 
part laid bare, while prodigious 
heaps of sand covered the meadows, 
and completely filled the bath of 
Virginia; but the two cocoa-trees 
remained unhurt, though they were 
no longer surrounded either by turf 
arbours, or the feathered race, ex- 
cept the amadavid birds, who sat on 
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the adjacent roeks lameating, in 
mournful notes, the \obs of their 
;^oiing. The sight df this general 
desolation^ excited in the tender bo* 
som of Virginia the strongest eino^ 
Itions of pity, and she exclaimed ta 
Fa,ul, ^'Alas ! you brought birdie 
jhere, an^ the hurricane has destroy* 
ed them^ Tou planted this garden, 
jand the late storm has rendered it 
desolate* From this We may learn, 
tbat every thing on earth, my dear 
brother^ perishes, and that heavJem 
^one is unchangeable/' 

At this juiicture, a vessel arrived 
from France, which brought a let- 
ter to Madame de la Tour from her 
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aunt The fear of approaching death 
had struck the latter so forcibly 

(during a severe fit of illness, which 
had left her in a state of weakness, 
rendered incurable by old age,) that 
she began to repent of her rigour- 
ous behaviour to the family of her 
deceased nephew, and accordingly 
desired her niece to return to 
France, or that in case her health 
would not admit of so long a jour- 
ney, she strongly enjoined her to 
send Virginia, on whom she could 
bestow an education suitable to the 
station she was to fill ; and when of 
age, see her splendidly married ;and 
Anally, upon her decease, leave her 
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jljie inheritance of he^ entire for- 
tune. The contents ^ this letter 
spread an universal alarm among 
the family. Domingo and Mary 
wept at the thought of losing thejr 
mistress ; while Paul, petrified with 
^tonishment, seemed as if his heart 
was bursting with indignation ; and 
Virginia, with her eyes fixed upoa 
her mother, was unable to utter a 
syllable. " Is it possible you can re- 
solve to leave us ?'' cried Marguerite, 
with emotion, to MadameDe la Tour. 
" Ah ! no, my dear friend,** replied 
the lattery "no, my beloved chil-* 
dren ! I will never leave you. Wiih 
jou I have lived, and in the same 
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dear sodet j I will die. In your a(^ 
feetion aloEc have I found happi^ 
ness ; and if my health is rather im- 
paii*ed, my former troubles are the 
occasion of it I haye been deeply 
wounded in the heart by the cruel-? 
ty of my relations, and the death of 
my husband ; but I have since ex- 
perienced more consolation and fe^ 
licity with you, under this humble 
roof, than it was in the power of all 
the riches of my family to procure 
me in my native country/' At this 
conciliating discourse every eye was 
moistened with the tears of delight ; 
and Paul, pressing Madame De la 
Tour in his arms, exclaimed, " No, 
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thou best of friends ! I will never 
leave the mother of my dear Vir- 
ginicO, I will not go to the Indies. — 
We will all work for you my dear 
mother, and you shall never know 
what it is to want while you remain 
with us." 

The next day at sun-rise, while 
they were ofiering up, as was cus- 
tomary with them, their morning 
prayers to the divine Ruler of the 
earth, Domingo came running to in- 
form them that a gentleman on 
horseback, attended by two slaves, 
was coming towards the plantation. 
This person arrived soon after, and 
proved to be Monsieur De La Bour* 



donftj^^ the governor. He entered 
^e cottage, where he found the fam^ 
% at breakfast, and then addressing 
himself to Madame De la Tour, cfb* 
»rved, that although afifairs of stato 
drew his thoughts too much from 
^e aff^rs of individuals, yet she had 
imtnj claims to his good offices, — ^ 
^^Tou have, madame,'* continued he, 
^ an aunt at Paris, who is a woman 
of i|uality, and immensely rich.-— t 
She expects you with the utmost 
impatience, as I find she intends to 
Ifeaveyou her whole fortune upoa 
her decease." To this she replied^ 
^' the ill state of health under which 
she labomred^ would not permit h^ 
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tD take so long a voyage." *' At 
least,'* replied the governor, '^ you 
cannot wish, without the greatest 
injustice, to deprive ybut daughter, 
who is so young and handsome, ci 
an estate at once so noble and ex- 
tensiTet. I will' not conceal fnmi 
yen, that your aiint has given me 
authority to force you to return, 
if it should be necessajry^ having 
sent official letters io me for that 
purpose ; but wishing oaily to exert 
my power in the promotion of the 
people's happiness whom I govern, 
I expect that a person of your su- 
perior sense and experience will 
^bmit to the voluntary sacrifice of 
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a few years, siii^ tm that, your 
dauj^er's future establishment in 
the world, and the future happiness 
of the latter part of your life de- 
pends»" Having said this he laid a 
1«^ bag of piastres, which had 
been carried by one of the slaves, 
en the table, at the same time in- 
forming Madame Be la ^ Tour that 
her aunt had sent them to defray 
the expoises that rndgfat be incurred 
m the necessary preparations for 
Virginia's departure ; concludii^ 
tMs piece of information with a 
gc^le rebuke for not having had re- 
course fjo him in her troubles ; at 
the same time praising in the warm- 
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est terms the noUe fortitude mitli 
which she had endured her mhffiir* 
times. I 

Monsiew Botirdonaje, i(poii be-^ 
ing asked hy Hadame De la Tour 
to partake of their humble repmtf 
accepted of the invitation, and {^* 
ced himself next to the latter ladj 
at table ; where he iM'eakfs^ted, af* 
ter the Craolian fit^on, ufiesi mia 
fee mixed with rice boiled in water^ 
Ke was delighted with the order 
and cleanliness that were so con^ 
spicuous in every part of the cot* 
tage ; the strict union which seem* 
ed to bind these two interesting 
Cstmilies together ; and^ idbere alV 
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the zeal and attention with wbidh 
their desires were studied by their 
old domestics. After breakfast, he 
took Madame De la Tour aside, to 
tell' her that an opportunity thesi 
offered of sending Virginia to France 
in a ship which would sail from 
thence in a few days for that coun- 
try, adding, that he would recom- 
mend her to a female relation of his,, 
who would al^o be a passenger in 
Hbe same ship. " Take my advice,^ 
madame," continued he, ^^cept the 
offer, and think not for a moment 
of giving up a fortune so immense, 
rather than be separated from your 
daughter a few years. Beside? your 
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aunt's state of health is such, that t 
am credibly informed by her friends, 
she cannot live many years longer. 
Remember that fortune does not 
offer her bounty every day ; there- 
fore think seriously, and consult 
your friends." This Madame De 
la Tour promised to do, observing, 
however^ that the final decision rest- 
ed upon gaining Virginia's approba- 
tion, as she prized her happiness too 
much to force her to any thing 
against her inclination, which she 
was certain would never dictate anj^ 
thing repugnant to the laws of vir- 
tue. Monsieur Bourdonaye then 
returned with Madame De la Tour 
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to the company ; and, after taking 
leave, mounted his horse, and depar- 
ted for Port Louis. 

Madame De la Tour was by no 
means sorry that an opportunity 
presented itself of separating Paul 
and Virginia for a few years, and at 
the same time of providing so am- 
ply for their future welfare ; and 
the first opportunity took her daugh- 
ter aside, and told her what had pas- 
sed between her and the governor ; 

but being resolved to leave Virgin- 

•f 

ia entirely to her own inclination, 
she said, " My dear child, I will not 
lay any restraint upon your inclina- 
tlon. Reflect at; leisure ; but be 
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^earefiil and do nothing rashly, and 
consider that the happiness and 
fortune of your beloved Paul's life 
depends upon you." 

Toward eve^ning, as they were 
sitting together by themselves, their 
confessor entered the room. He 
/Was an ecclesiastic missionary in the 
island, and came in obedience to the 
governor's command- "Thanks be 
to God !" h^ exclaimed " my chil- 
dren you are now blessed with 
riches ; now you will be able to 
give way to the charitable sugges- 
tions of your hearts, and afford relief 
to the miseries of the distressed. 
^^Your health, dear madam," con- 
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tinued he, addressing himself to 
Madame De la Tour, ^^ prevents 
your acceptance oi so advantagious 
an offer ; biit you, young lady," 
said he to Virginia, " have nfe ex- 
cuse. The sacrifice, I acknowl- 
edge, is great ; but it is the will of 
Providence, and your voyage will 
have a happy conclusion." The 
artful priest had no sooner finished 
his treacherous exhortation, than 
Virginia with downcast looks an- 
swered him trembling, " If it is the 
will of God, I will not for a mo- 
ment oppose it; but," continued 
she weeping, « submit with resigna-^ 
tioa.^' 
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The priest, then took his leave, 
and returned to the castle, to acquaint 
the governor of all that had passed, 
while Madame De la Tour sent 
Domingo for La Varble, with whom 
on his arrival she consulted ahout 
Virginia's departure ; who gave it ' 
as his opinion that she ought not to 
go, considering it as a fixed princi- 
pie, that the advantages of nature 
are far preferable to those of for- 
tune, and that we should never seek 
for that at a distance which may be 
found in our bosoms : but Madame 
De la Tour, although she had sent 
for him to ask his advice, had in re- 
ality made up her mind from the 
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moment she heard the decision of 
her confessor. Even Marguerite, 
who, regardless of the advantages 
her son might have derived from the 
{possession of Virginia's fortune, had 
hitherto opposed . the idea of her 
voyage, now ceased to make the 
smallest objection; while Paul, alarm^ 
ed at the secret conversations of Vir- 
ginia and her mother, abandoned 
himself to melancholy, frequent- 
ly exclaiming, that they were secret- 
ly plotting something against his 
peace, or they would not exclude 
him from their company. Oppress- 
ed with grief, he left the cottage, 
and wandered to the dwelUng of La- 
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Varole, whom he no sooner saw than 
he exclaimed, " Oh ! my friend, 
Virginia is going; already they 
are making preparations for her de- 
parture! Come then with me, I 
conjure you, and exert the influence 
you have over our mothers to per- 
suade them to detain her." La Va- 
role, unwilling to add to the des- 
pair which he saw him in, promis- 
ed to comply* with his request, al- 
though he was convinced that his 
endeavours would he useless. 

The melancholy of Paul, which, 
increased every day, excited in the 
maternal hosom of Marguerite the 
deepest affliction; and taking. hin^ 
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^aside one day, she said, "Why will 
you suffer vain hopes to delude you,, 
which perhaps in the end may prove 
ahortive ? It is time that yoy should 
become acquainted wHh the secret 
of yoiir life and mine. Virginia is 
descended, %y her mother's side, 
from a rich and ancient family; 
while thou art the son of a poor 
peasant ; and you have no other re- 
lation in the world but myself." — 
Overcome with emotion, Paul pres- 
sing her in his arms, exclaimed, 
" Oh ! my dear mother, since I have 
no relation but yourself, I shall love 
you still more. What a secret 
have you revealed to me ! I now see 
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clearly the reason why Virginia has 
avoided me for these two months. 
The desparity of our fortunes has 
induced her to agree to leave her 
friends and the island, in order to 
erase, by a short absence, the re- 
membrance of one who has been 
dear to her ; and I now perceive 

that this new accession of fortune 

» • 

on her part has induced her to de? 
spise me ! 

At length the supper hour arri- 
ved, and the two families placed 
themselves at the table ; Vhen each 
one being agitated with different seur 
sations, they ate bul litile and talkr 
ed still less./' Virginia rose first from 
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table and went out as if for a walk; 
and* Paul following her soon after 
induced the two friends, and La Va- 
Tole also, to follow them, in order to 
overhear what passed between them. 
It was one of those beautiful nights 
which is so common between the 
tropics^ and which the pencil of the 
greatest artist would be unable to 
delineate ; the moon appeared in the 
centre^ surrounded by clouds, form- 
ing the most beautiful drapery, and 
spread her silver light insensibly 
over the lofty mountains of the i9l- 
and. The sf^iars^ in appearance like 
so many diamonds, glittering in the 
heavens, while their trembling and 
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lucJid orbs were reflected on the traii- 
quil bosom of the deep. Virginia's 
eyes wandered ovel* the vast ex- 
panse, rendered distinguishable fron^ 
the bay of the island by the red' 
fires of the fishermen. Farther on^ 
at the entrance of the harbour, she 
saw a light, and a shadow which pro- 
lieeded from the watch-light, alsfo* 
the body of the vessel she was to* 
sail in for Europe ; an d which, be- 
ing ready tos^ail, lay at anchor wait- 
ing for a favourable wind. The 
sight of this vessel affected her, and 
she turned her head aside, in order 
to conceal her tears fro m Pa^ul, who 

* 

at that moment ca me up and seated 
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in jl^i^; aitu4tioD#:: imb^jjdbdr ^o 
«o(fther'4i Mil) il4r!^^^ii)?i)il«( 9ttvf<^i ad 

benoaih- aoHier pla!Qteln^tfe{iti( .. tt.i* 
small .dis^iiQf^ irdpiii^^fPiitb^jt. 
xdght, tbt»«gb tibe '9tiUtte^ o£cai« 
night, oyerbeArthe )B«l)|)«ct6ft;tb»if 

first, ad^resflfed J^ibfdoved.VirgDua 
ia the foAlovmg A^ms J ■ '" ;Ak !! ;y<iii 
you, are goingtf^ Ifi«vje.thiftii^ainA>iii 
tibrisedaysi iT0ju.Mre;r(^»Ddl^.theii 
of tlie dang^ oriwrjwrai bsvetb \6o* 
counitear at aeaf .(|D;etei]tentof frlficlr 
you used to express aO.misclit^ori'h 
"^ Alas !" rei>Iiisd she, 'f I «»\iU)9^y< 

G 
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with ymx all injr life ;^ >l^ut my moth'^ 

erciommanck it othiif^wise ; besides, 

my eosKfesdarteM^ ni« it is the will of 

God i^ould gd, a^ that this life is 

only a$HftL Oh ! my iear brother, 

it is a ^ial full of diffieulty and vex- 

atleiii^ * ^ How/' exclaimed he, ''can 

ytm find so* loany reasons for your de- 

fstftdft^ 9)id not (me that may ii^ 

duee y6u to remain Samong us? — 

la the 'new woiM you will find 

Ifool&m m whom yoti wiU bestow 

ttiei ^sd^ariog name of bro<ter, that 

pitifi b^ong to me lio longer. ¥ou 

1^ select tirnt happy person from 

ihxong those whose bfrth i& worthy 

jfL d»Mh aadL wbo ^ifl be possessed 

f 
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of (hose gifts M^ ft>rla»e ^n^eh^I 
bave not to «flfer;; iHit what^Q»e 
will be dearer to jrou, than tke.one 
which gave you birth ?(CilielAUJdr 
eouitinued he, his whole fran«j ^nk? 
ing with the yioleiice of hMiemo? 
tion, "I speak not i of myself;; wbo^ 
whenfl shall ao.longer behold you 
in the morning ; when on an^ e^^xBf 
ing I shall waod^r akme inv«mr fa^ 
Tourite walk, aod fimSi gaace on the 
■ajjiiu tree^^ wMoh wei^e planted 4 
our birth, and, he^Ting a sigh^ shall 
remember with distractioii the days 
in which I w«s blest with your so-t 
cietv, and f which we»e consecrated 
to mutual friendships Ah ! Yirgin- 
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&y iiinoc^ a^ lie w diesimy' attr aeto yoti^ 
let me^ eiabkrk in^ the same vei^ 
with 'yoti. I ^11 reanimate yobir 
^piiitiftib'^e^ iniddtdf temped ^ar 
moi^teMible tinitf tlitise which vmd 
to alarm yoti oii'iihoye. ( Ydtir head 
shall recline on my bosoitii / and iii 
Franice, whitiu^ ydO kte going in 
searefa^ of fortune :atid grandeuiv I 
willrattend yoii us yottr . slave ; and 
when I shall see your happinesscom- 
pleted^ I will finish the sacrifice by 
dying at yonr feet;^'--^Here the vio- 
lence of his emotion stifled his voice ; 
and (Virginia, as well as she was able 
for the sobs which eveiy now and 
then interropted heri^eech, made 
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the following reply ; r It is for you I 
go, to ease you from the labour I 
have seen you bend under (o support 
two families. Oh ! Paul, thou art 
dearer to me than a brother ; it is 
for your sake alone 4hat I wish to 
become rich. Alas ! what has it 
cost me to avoid you ? Help me 
then," continued she, " to tear my- 
self from what is more valuable to 
me than my own existence, 'till heav- 
en shall deign to smile on our union ; 
but I will go or stay, die or live, as 
you think right. Brought up in 
the school of virtue, I could have 
resisted your caresses, but am quite 
unable to withstand your affliction." 

G* 
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She had no sooner said thes« words, 
ifaan he seized her in his arms ; and 
pressing her to his hosom, cried, in 
i tone of frailtic despair, '' I will go 
with you, ttothing shall divide us." 

Alarmed at this behaviour, Mad- 
ame De la Tour and the rest ran to- 
wards him, the former exclaiming, 
" My son ! my son ! if you go, what 
will become of us !" The sound of 
her voice awakened him from his 
reverie, and he tremblingly repeat- 
cd, " My son I you my mother ? Im- 
possible ! You,'who would tear a be- 
loved brother from a beloved sister ? 
If she goeis, I will follow. You say. 
the governor will hinder me ; but 
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he cannot prevent my throwing my- 
self into the seq, from following her 
by swimming *y the sea cannqt be 
worse to me than the land ; and since 
you forbid my living with her, at 
least the vessel that bears her from 
the inland shall pass over my re- 
mains." At this moment La Ya- 
role seized him it\ bis arm$, despair 
having deprived the afflicted youth 
of his senses ; his eyes flashed fire, 
while big drops of sweat hung on 
his manly brow ; his knees trem- 
bled, and his heart beat violently 
against his troubled breast. Affright- 
ed at his dtuation, Virginia said to 
him, " Oh ! ipy dear Paul ! I call 
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to witness the pleasures of our early 
days, and erery thing that is dear to 
our remembrance, that if I go, I will 
return one day to be your's. I call 
you all to be witnesses cf this ; and 
I swear, by that power who hears 
and sees all our actions, never to be 
the wife of another.'* 

As an icy rock on the summit of 
the Appenines is dissolved and sof- 
tened by the sun, so were the impet* 
uous passions of Paul subdued by 
the voice of the beloved of his af- 
fections. He bent his head, and a 
flood of tears fell from his eyes ; — 
while his mother, mingling her tears' 
with his, held him in her arms, with- 
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oit bdn^ able to gpe^ik Ma^t^ie 
De W Tour, Mf distracted, siid to 
liU Varol6, *' I c^hbear th» bo toii* 
ger. - r 5^J^ lieat t is? brbke^ This ill* 
fipited voyage shall k6t take place. — ^ 
Take my son hm6 with you. It Is 
now the third day feiiice any one here 
has slept'' 'To this he readily as- 
sented ; and addressing hini(telf to 
Fattlysaid, ^'My dear friend, your 
sister will remain here. Wei will 
speak to- thef goVfernor to^mdlrow ; 
*tiM then cofne and pass the night 
with' nie i • the rest of your friends 
need repose, for it is hOw midnight.'* 
Becoming more calm by thisossur- 
ance,- he suffered himself to be led 
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awajr in silence ; and, after a ni^ 
o( ^riBat agitation, arose soon after 
the break, of day, i|i order to retura 
home* The first object which at* 
tracted his attention, on his way 
thither, was the female negro of 
Madame De la Tour; who, being 
amounted on the Rock of Discovery, 
seemed looking earnestly toward 
the sea^ Alarmed at this circum* 
stance, he hailed her from a distance, 
and eagerly inquired where her 
young mistress was. At the sound 
of his voice Mary turned round, and 
began to weep ; which Paul no soon- 
er saw, than, guessing the cause, he 
immediately ran to the harbour ; 
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where he soob learned the dreadful 

intelligence, that his beloved had 

embarked at day4)reak, when the 

vessel set sail, and was then no lon- 
ger to be discerned. Enraged at 

this information^ he crossed the plan- 
tation without speaking a word to 
anjr one, and ran on nntrl he had 
gained a ehister of rocfc^^ which ap- 
peared to raise their heads almost 
perpendicular to the heavens. The 
clouds, which continually surround- 
ed the top of the rocks^ gave birth 
to several springs, which fell from 
the profound height into the bot- 
torn of the valley situated at the 
back of the mountain ; but owing 
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to the extremity qf; the height^ i}^ 
noise: of , their. ;f{ill ; w|is not hearci rin 
the l^ist \>y. tfee spectators, when they 
had; attaineil its Ictfty summit. Fj^m 
thence he might also have' a fuU 
view of the open sea ; and from' 
hence Paul gaied on the vessel that 
had home away Virginia, which, he* 
ing at that time nearly tea leagues 
out at sea, appeared like a black spot 
on the extremity of the ocean. In 
this situation he remained, with his 
eyes cast upon the object, the best 
part of the day ; which, although it 
had disappeared some time, he still 
fancied he beheld before him ; till, at 
lengtl), returning reason convincing 
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him of his error, he seated hfanself 
on the point of the rock, whose pro- 
jection is ever heaten by the wind. 
On that spot he was found by La Va- 
role, with his head reclined on the 
rock, and his eyes fix'd on the ground, 
the latter having, on missing him 
when he arose, set out in pursuit of 
him ; and it was with the utmost 
difficulty that he prevailed on him 
to descend the mountain and return 
to his disconsolate parent. As soon 
as Paul saw Madame De la Tour, 
he broke out in bitter reproaches 
against her, for having behaved so 
treacherously to him. Touched 
with his manner, and willing to un- 
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deceive him, she told him, that afa- 
Tourable wind having sprang up 
during the night, the governor came 
ahout three in the moFning, attend- 
ed by his gepieral oflficers, and the 
missionary, with a palanquin, for 
Virginia ; and that, in despite of her 
own repugnance, her tears, and 
those of Marguerite, they bad Tov^ 
ced her away more dead than alive^ 
alleging at the same time, that what 
they did was for the good of the 
whole family. " At least," said Paul 
tnteiTupting her, '• you might have 
pctmitted me to bid her farewell." 
Paul saw that his mother and Mad- 
ame Dc fa Tour were in tears ; 
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^hen with a distracted air, he said, 
^^ You ma^ now seek for some oth- 
er person to wipe away your tears;** 
and immediately rushed out erf the 
cottage, wandered to and fro over 
the* plantation. La Varole following 
at a distance, in order to observe his 
motions, while the former flew ea- 
gerly to those spots which had heen 
the most dear to Virginia. Some- 
times he would seat himself on 
the rock where he had conversed 
with her last ; and at the sight of 
the ocean, which had torn from him 
all he held most dear in this life, 
would weep bitterly. Fearful that 
the violent agitation of his mind 
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might be productive of somefiftfal 
consequence, this distressed family 
kept a continued watch over his 
steps, while his mother and Madame 
De la Tour entreated him in the 
tenderest manner, not to augment 
their sorrow by his despair. At 
length, Madame De la Tour alle- 
viated his grief in some measure, 
by bestowing on him such epithets 
as were best calculated to revive his 
hopes, calling him her son, the be- 
trothed husband of her Virginia; 
by which mode of treatment she at 
length prevailed on him to return 
home, and take some refreshment. 
At length, perceiving that his an- 
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gnish augmented that of his moth- 
er and Madame De la Tour, and 
that the wants of the family re- 
quired continual lahour, he began 
with Bomingo to repair the garden. 
Soon after, this young mau, (until 
then as indifferent as a Creole in re- 
gard to what passed in the world,) 
desired La Varole to teacli him to 
read and write in order that he 
might hold a correspondence with 
his beloved Virginia. 

The long period of two years 
and a half had nearly elapsed before 
Madame Be la Tonr received the 
least intelligenc«e of her daughter, 
except virhat she heard at the gover- 
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Aors, that sAie had arrived in safe- 
ty at her aunts ; when she received 
by a vessel that stopped in its way 
to India, a packet, and a letter vinrote 
by the lovely hand of Virginia. 
The contents were as follows :~ 

'' My bear and best BEIiOVEB 

mother: — "I have sent several kt- 
(era since my arrival at my aunfs^ 
but as I have never received an an^ 
swer, conclude that they must have 
miscarried. However j I hope this 
wilt meet with a better fate from 
the measures which I have taken to 
forward it. I have shed many tears 
since our separation. My aunt has 
placed mc as a boarder in a conr 
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vent near ParU^ where lam provi- 
ded with masters of every descrip- 
iim; while her bounty^ who re- 
Juses me nothings furnishes me with 
new dresses for every season of the 
year^ and at the same time has op- 
pointed me two wailing women^ who 
4xre both dressed almost as fine as 
myself. She also made me assume 
the title of eountess^ and has like- 
wise obliged me (to my infinite re- 
gret) to relinquish the name of De 
la Tour^ for that of MontreeiMe^ 
your maiden name. I no sooner saw 
myself in this splendid situation^ 
than I requested my aunt to let me 
send ycu some assistance ; when^ to^ 
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my no small surprise^ she replied^ 
that a little taould be of no service to 
you and that it unmld be better /or 
you to remain in your present humble 
station : I endeavoured upon my or- 
rkal^ as soon as I had learned to 
write^ (which through my eagerness 
to hear from you^ I soon acquired^) 
to send you some intelligence conr 
cerning myself; but as I entrusted 
my first letters to the care of my wo^ 
men^ I have no doubt they were de- 
stroyed. However^ I transmit this 
through the hands of a boarder with 
whom I Iiave formed an acquaint- 
ance^ and send herewith her address^ 
in hopes of receiving an answer from 
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^oti at la'it. But to go on with mfff 
narration. My aunt allows no one 
to visit me at the grate but herself^ 
and an old nobleman, one of her 
friends, who she says is much delight- 
ed with my person; but, to speak the 
truth, I am not much so toilh him^ 
nor should I, even if my heart had 
been disengaged. I live in the midst 
of riches and splendour, without a 
single sous at my own disposal, whik 
my women quarrel for my kft-off 
clothes frequently before Ihave worn 
them a day. In short, I am in re- 
4ility poorer than when I lived with 
you, for I have nothing to give, and 
thus finding myself deprived of do^ 
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ing the smallest good, I have had re- 
course to my needle, which I learned 
from you, and, through its assist- 
ance, send you and my mother Mar- 
guerite a few pair of stockings of 
my own makings a cap for Domin- 
go, and one of my red handkerchiefs ^ 
for Mary. I also send you a smdfl 
bag filed mth the seeds of vanous 
kinds of fruits and flowers gathered 
in the garden of the convent during 
my hours of recreation. I recom- 
mend to your goodness and care our 
old domestics, Domingo and Mary, 
wha-paid so much attention to me 
fib my infancy. 
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Jldieu ! dear mother^ and bdieve 
me to be^ your ei^er affectionate and 
diUiful daughter^ 

" ViRGiNU De La Tour." 

Paul was very much surprised at 
not finding any mention made of him- 
self, although she had not forgot the 
rest ; but he was unacquainted with 
the ways of women, who, however 
long their letters may be, generally 
reserve the most tender'passages for 
the last. In a postcript therefor^, 
she recommended particularly to his 
care some seeds which she had sqnt 
him, at the same time requesting 
thjit he would sow them on the* 
rock where they had last convefjcd 
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together, &nd to aame it the Fare* 
well Rock. These seeds she hail 
put into a little purse ; whicll^ 
though it was but of small valuc^ 
appeared above all price in the eye* 
of Paul, when he perceived a Fan<i 
a V entwined together, and knew 
that the hair which formed the cy- 
pher once claimed the fair Virginia 
for its owner. 

The whole family listened to thit 
letter with tears ; and Madame Db 
la Tour answered it ip the name of 
all^ desiring her to remain or returs 
as «he thought proper. In the mem 
time, envy spread several idle 
mours about the island, which 
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easioued Paul no small iineasinet»ii 
The principal one of these proceeded 
from the persons that had brought 
the packet) who asserted that she 
was on the point of marriage, and 
even went so far as to name the no- 
bleman to whom she was to be uni- 
ted. However, Paul at first treated 
it as an idle report, until some of 
the ill-natured neighbours, by their 
ill-timid pity, induced him to give 
some credence to their cruel infor- 
mation, especially as several ships 
arrived after that from Europe with- 
out bringing the smallest tidings of 
Virginia. Oppressed with the con- 
tending passions that agitated his 
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breast, this unfortunate youth would 
frequently wander to the dwelling 
of La Varole, in order to receive 
such comfort and information as the 
latter's experience of the world en- 
abled him to bestow. La Varole 
did all he could to comfort him, and 
assured him he had no doubts but 
Virginia would soon return. 

On the morning of the 25th of 
Feb, 1752, at break of day, Paul 
descried the white flag hoisted on 
the Mountain of Discovery ; and 
knowing it to be the signal of a ves- 
sel's approach,^ ran to the town to 
learn if it brought any tidings of 
Virginia, where he learned that the 
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vessel was the St. Geran, of 700 
10113, commanded by Captain Aubin ; 
that it was then four leagues off, and 
would anchor at Fort Louis the 
next d^y iq th^ afternoon, if the 
wind continued favourable. The 
pilot delivered a piacket of letters 
which the vessel bad received from 
France, among which was one for 
Madame De la Tour ; which Paul 
(knowing the hand to be Virginia's) 
eagerly seize4 ; and kissing it, put it 
in his bosom, and flew to the planta- 
tion. In th|s letter, the lovely girl 
informed them that she had received 
a deal of ill-treatment from her aunt ; 
and that on her refusing to marry an 

798270 A 
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old nobleman, whom she endearour* 
ed to force on her against her inclina* 
tion, she disinherited her, and sent her 
back at that season of the year^whbn 
she knew she must arrive at the Isle of 
France at the very time of the hurri- 
canes setting in. 

As soon as the letter was finished, 
Madame De la Tour said to Paul, , 
^Go my son, go and inform our neigh- 
bours of my daughter's arrival." — 
Immediately Domingo lighted a 
torch, and set out with him for the 
habitation of La Yarole ; when Paul, 
opening the door, of his cottage, 
sprang on his neck, and, almost wild 
with joy, exclaimed, ^^ Virginia is ar- 



101 

rived. Let us go to the port, the resv 
sel will C9$t anchor at day-^break. 

The wprthy peasant no sooner 
heard this, than he arose ; and they 
set ont on their way to the port 

As they drew nearer, tliey 
thought they heard distant peals of 
thunder; but upon listening more at- 
tentively, they soon discovered it to 
be the sound of cannon repeated by 
the echoes. Yarole shuddered at 
the sound, which, together with the 
gloomy aspect of the heavens, gave 
him no room to doubt of its being 
the signal of distress from the y^vy 
ship they wpre in quest qf. 

They continued io advanct with*' 
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out daring to communicate fteir ap- 
prehensions to each other, and abdut 
midnight arrived at the point of the 
island called Golden Dust. The 
billows dashed against the beach 
with an horrible noise, covering the 
rocks and sands with their foam ; b j 
the assistance of whose dazzling 
whiteness,and phosphoric gleams,the 
two friends could easily discern, 
through the darkness, the canoes of 
the fishermen, which they had 
drawn upon the sands. At a small 
distance from them, at the en* 
trance of the wood, they saw a fire, 
round which several of the natives 
were assembled 5 whither they im- 
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mediately repai«d ,*. dry their 
clothes, and wait the return of day, 
when, upon their nearer approach^ 
they found the company busily em* 
ployed in giving their respeetii^d 
opinions on the fate of the TesseL~i 
To their diversity of opinions, Paul 
and La Yarole listened in silence ; 
while they waited with anxiety for 
the approach of day, which at length 
made its appearance in the East; 
but the weather still remaining ha- 
zy, they could not discover any ob- 
ject at sea excepting a dark cloud, 
which one of the company inform- 
ed them was the Isle of Amber, and 
that it was distant about a quarter of 
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a league from the shore. About 
seven in the morning the wo^ds re-* 
sounded i^ith martial music ; and 
soon after, the governor made his 
appearanee on horse-back, attended 
by a troop of soldiers armed with 
muiskets, and an immense multitude 
of Islanders and^ blacks. Immedi- 
ately on his arrival, he caused tbye 
former to range themselves on the 
beach, and make a general discharge; 
imich they had no sooner done, than 
a glimmering light appeared on the 
water, which was succeeded by th^ 
report of a pannon. Jadgt::^ £rom 
this that the ship was at no great dis- 
^nce, the whole assembly ran to- 
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ward the place ifrom wbence ^tlie 
light had proceeded, wheo they 
could discern through the fog, the 
hull and the riggin of a large vessel. 
In short, they were so near, that in 
spite of the roaring of the waves, they 
could distinctly hear the hoatswain^s 
whistle, and the cries of the mariners. 
It was now nine in the moriung^ 
when the St. Geran, perceiving that 
assistance was near^ fired her guns 
every three minutes ; which the gov^ 
ernor perceiving, caused several 
large fires tb be kindled on the 
strand at equal distances ; he also 
sent to the village lor provisions, 
planks, cable, and empty barrels.-^: 
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A vast crowd of people soon after 
arrived, accompanied by their slaves, 
heavily laden with the required ar- 
tides* 

m 

Soon after this, their ears were as- 
sailed on the side of the ocean with 
the most terrific noises, as if a vast 
cataract, mingled with thunder, had 
been rolling down the adjacent 
rocks ; upon which the inhabitants 
ket up a general cry, that a hurrin 
cane was approaching ; and the next 
momeint a furious whirlwind dis- 
persed the fog, and rendered the ves- 
sel clearly discernable from the 
shore, her dtck crowded with peo- 
ple, her yards and mainmast laid 
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tevel with the deck, her flag shiver" 
ed, with .four cables at her head ; 
and another, b^ which she was held 
at her stem. 

The St. Geran had anchored be- 
tween the Isle of Amber and the 
main land, within a chain of break- 
ers, which encircled the island, and 
which no vessel had ever entered 
before. She presented her head to 
the relentless fury of the deep ; and 
as the tiemendous waves rushed in- 
to the straits the ship heaved to such 

a degree, that at the same moment 

• > 

as her keel was in the air, her stem 
plunged into the water, and totallj 
dljMppeared, as if it had been devour- 
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ed ^7 the surges. In this situ^oil 
it was a moral impossibility for her ^^ 
to retreat. 

At length, from the violent ef- 
forts of the ship, the cables of her 
head were torn away ; and as she 
only held by' a single anchor, she 
was immediately dashed upon the 
rocks at. ,the distance of half a ca« 
He's length from the shore. At 
this sight, a cry of horror issued 
fr;pm the spectators ; at that mo- 
ment Paul, almost fiiantic, rushed 
toward ; the sea ; which La Yarole 
no sooner perceived, than $eidng 
hipd by the arm, exclaimed) ^\ Hold, 
rash youth ! would you perish?—* 
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Whither arc you going ?*• ^ To urn 
my beloved Virginia^ or die witb 
her,'* replied the youth* Upon 
which the formar^ perceiTiug that 
despair had rendered him deaf to dl 
entreaty, with the dasi^tance of Do* 
mingo fastened a long cord round 
his waist, to preserve him ; and lay* 
ing hold of one end, they suffered 
him to precipitate himself into ihe 
^a; when, sometimes swimssing, 
and sometimes walking on the 
breakeis, he made several fruitless 
attempts to gain the vessel. Often 
did he entertain hopes of reaching 
it, which the irregular motion of. 
the sea iv^q^ently 1^ diy ; ^"* ***e 
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billaWs kdvaiiji^ed suddenly, and with 
redoubled tfury buried it beneath 
mountains of water ; (he wav^ of- 
ten throwing the unfoi^ttinate youth 
to some dii^hce on tiie beacb^ cov- 
ered with blood and womids,.who 
nevertheless renewed his^eibrfs^i^ith 
double alacrity, regardles of the en- 
treaties of his friends, Tv^o endeav- 
oured to prevail on faiin to de^tf. 

At this moment tiie sixks ®f the 
vessel, began to yawn asunder, and 
gave way to the: impetuosity of the 
wav6s ; while the wretched crew, 
in tiie last agonies of desjpair, threw 
fliemselves into the sea, and seizing 
upon siieh things as the waves h^i 
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t^'ahied overboard, endeavoured, b^tt 
in vain, to gain the t^hore. How- 
ever, the attention of the spectatom 
was engrossed by a youttg lady, 
who, at that moment, made her i^ 
pearance in the gallery of the St 
Qeran. It \vas Virginia ; who, hav- 
ing discovered her lover, stretdied 
out her arms to implore his assist- 
anee ^ while the sight of this ami- 
able maid, in such imminent dan- 
ger, filled the bosoms of all present 
with unutterable grief. 

At this moment, another wave 
more tremendous than the former 
drove the vessel against a rock, whe 
both that and the lovely maid d 
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ipi^ared tofether. OTerwh^nuid 
with grief, La Yarole a&d Demin* 
^ bore Pauli in a state of insensi* 
bilitj, away, the blood flowing rap- 
idly from his mouth aqd ears ; and 
the governor, after recommending 
him to the care of his snrgeon, cau^* 
ed him to be taken to an adjacent 
cottage, until he shoiild be sufficient^ 
|y recovered to be removed to the 
plantation, whither La Yarole bent 
his way, with Domingo, turning 
over in his mind the best method of 
preparing the two mothers for- the 
melancholy eve^t ; but their sur^ 
prise may easily be imagined, when, 
on entering^ the cottage of |ij[adiim9 
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De la Tour, thej found her daugh- 
ter in a state of insensibility on the 
bed, and altwded by her own moth- 
er iind Marguerite, the faithful Ma^ 
ry, iand an old n^gro, whom La Va- 
role had Rever seen before, who all 
seemed to wait with breathless anx- 
iety her return to life ; while La 
Varole and Domingo, amazed at the 
sudden turn of fortune, became as 
it were inanimate and void of mo- 
tion ; but their attention was soon 
called off by Virginia showing some 
signs of life ; and in a short time af- 
ter she opened her azure eyes to the 
day. The first objects that met her 
sight were her own mother a^'l *h^ 
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mother of her heloyed Paul, who 
IjIfA huDg oTer her with maternal af- 
fODtion, watcbiag with the greatest 
anxiety for thp moment that should 
restore her to their longing arms ; 
whom she no sodner beheld in thii^ 
position, than uttering a faint seream 
of joy, she sunk into her fbrmer in- 
sensibility. It was some time be- 
fore thf/y were able to recover her j 
and ^yen then she was in so weak a 
Qondition as to preclude all convey- 
sation for the present 

The two ladies, however, were 

th difficulty persuaded to quit the 

mber, on La Varole's represent- 

:. that rest was the best remed3A 
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for the extraordinary fatigae his 
lovely friend had undergone ; and 
they retired witli him to another 
apartment ; where they were no 
sooner ^seated, than La Yarole, after 
congratulating Madame De la Tour 
on the recovery of her daughter, ex- 
prvjsed a wish to become acquaint- 
ed with the miraculous circum* 
stance that had so unexpectedly r 
stored Virginia to the arms of I 
friends, at a time when nothing L 

• * 

than final dissolution seemed to h 
er over her devoted head. Mada 
De la Tour, moved with the recoil* 
tioA of the dangers she had 
mounted, and unable to speak. ^ 
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her hand to Marguerite, and from 
her he was referred to the negro ;. 
who, upon seeing their embarrass^ 
inent began his nriiratioii as fol- 
lows: — ' 

" In me you behold an inhabitant 
of Africa, born of the royal bloody 
and beloved by his parents and the 
people whom they governed. An 
adjoining nation making war upon 
our nnsuspecting tribe, proved in 
the end victorious, and carried best 
part of the natives, together with 
myself, into captivity, and after- 
wards sold us to an owner of a 
ciotrp ghip^ ^ho treated us more like 

'" than human beings. At 
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length we cast anohor on this ish 
gnd» when myself, and three other 
t)f my unfortunate fellow captbes, 
were ' pnrchs^ed by the planter of 
the Black River. Thus torn, in 
my infancy, from all I held dear, 
and made the slave of a cruel masr 
ter, I began to hate my existence, 
and to look upon all the people of 
your cololir as tyraijts and oppres- 
sors, and as people devoid of hu-^ 
inanity, till, on escaping from the 
cruelty of my inhuman tyrant, 
cha\ice threw me ia the way of 
these benevolent cottagers. I need 
not trouble you T?ith what passed 
between the amiable Virginia 
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my inhuman master, when slife uii- 
dertook a tedious journey in orde* 
to procure ray pardon, since I makis 
no douht that you are already ac^ 
quainted vrith that drcumstance, 
nor of Ills mode of treatment after 
leaving granted her request ; your 
serv^, Domingo, hating seen suf- 
ficietit, when he called upon the 
unfortunate runaways, to give an 
idea of the hardships I endured. — 
Several years have now elapsed, in 
which I experienced every day 
some new species xA cruelty, being 
punished with the utmost rigour 
^^^ the most trifling crimes. How- 
^ my master dying about two 
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years ago, gave an unexpected turn' 
to my fortune, as my youhg master, 
0n coming to his esi'ite, gi'u^e all the 
dd slarre^ their freedom^ in consid- 
enatiOtt of * theii* past services, to* 
^ther m^ilh a small * suanof mt)ney 
to help them on their journey to 
their native places. As for . me, I 
no sooner found that I was my own 
toaiter, than I resolved to bend my 
stej^ to this valley, in order tp fix 
my residence near the habitation 
6f the only good white people I had 
found in the colony. With this 
view I sat out the next mornin; 
and arrived at the beach just as V 
ginia wias abandoned to the mc 



of the relentless ocean. Recollect- 
lag her features at that moinent^ 
I plunged into the ocean^ and with 
some dijfficulty suec^eeded in find* 
ing and bringing her to land^ but 
in a situation that rendered it im« 
possible to decide whether tbe be^^ 
longed to the living or the dead.«^ 
I had no sooner reached the lahd^ 
than I found that her heart had 
still a slight palpitation. Elated 
with this discovery, my strength 
seemed as it were recruited j and 
raising hei* in niy armji, I renewed 
y journey, and at length arrived 
safety at the cottage of Madame 
'la "tour ! from whom I receiv- 
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td lh« titlj ftward I vri^ed for->— 
lb* "mem acbiowledgeinen^^ of a 
ft«tcliilh«trt" 

Hm Jndim had just finished his 
stotj^ yrbok Mary brought a me»* 
81^ frotEL Virginia^ who derired the 
attendasot of her friend^!, as she 
fovnd hissetf auffioiently recoTered 
to sustain an intenriew. The re- 
quest was ehcnf ttUjr complted with ; 
$a(ki the nrhok ass^mblf adjopnrned 
to her apattmeot, where a scene en- 
sued at oMe both tender and inter** 
estiog. As sooA as the first ento* 
tioos of jogr w«M 01/^1 Y^nia be- 
gin tjs ndile h^ advBnlures m near 

tb«^lott«wlQ|; words 
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mother, ^Hhat I- meiitlnj^cEiiJttUi^ 
letter I sent yon fmixiitiBtmJcm^nty 
that my auQtsuflfenA: mrubi bit an 
old noi^leouin a|id.')y^ielft'ti$ irisit 
me at ^ the grate, *.whobi i'Jtiio sobii 
ian&d was destined :if(3»:iaiy^* future 
husband. In VAin'diidf:! eibflieal/^our 
td soften her, by repn»»a#Kg what 
fehe owed to you, ih^f pWfe-%«fea^r 
ment, ami the Vows tvl^ldi liftd hkm 
n^tekd- in faeai^en heb9H^ t^lil 
and myself; till atlen^tK^myc^dnl^ 
earned at* my obstinacy/, confined 
i to my chamber, where I expert 
ced the most cruel' tEeatment,l)fe^ 



ins 

mg^ft^uefiily ktipt fftsti A^ the' whole 
dayjvbm/'i-<jfeirtiriiifed^she*\fith * 
sftBiiBi,J^-tlie^o«i^his' Of dni^ more 
behc^diis^inf-defti-'Paiii, and ymij, 
my beltfV'<i^fkieiuiA|g4ve me fbriituiic; 
in' tbe tJiMst %f i&y biab, and I ro- 
iiisiQed;iHi^kk«n'4n' my reisoluttoD t 
( When^my- Stint,: finding feat all het 
[ ende?iVflt{rsitO'Wiii lac' to her pufr 
pose were in vain, 'first disinherited 
nie,diids^ntm'e Homie at that precis 
time: wheti^ she-fcnew the hunicaht>.s 
set :in/ 'i The rest'df "^my advefttwes 
you are ai«|iiainte^i ivith ^ and the 
happitieis Jno^w ««joy^amply repays 
me fcaf aU ith'e perils and hardships I 
htveiiiidergbn©:^" • 
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In the meao time, iitdl^oee 
luiviii^ reached the eotfafge wbeyt 
Paul had been left to irteoTtr, it no 
Aooner came to his eart fliatt ha re> 
aoWed to set out on his letian home. 
The intenrtew between tilia two Iot- 
ers wtii attended with better eflfeets 
than their agitated parents at first 
expected, and in the>end proved a 
principal agent in the reinstatement 
of thdr healths ; which had no iBK>on- | 
er taken place, than the two lovers 
were nnited. La Yarole, officiatmg ; 
as father, gave Viiginia away ; while 
tears of del^ht ranr down his fnr^ 
rowed cheeks on beliolding his two 
faTonrites at length vendtfed happjr. 



1^4 

Hafmg Conducted our readiei^ td 
fhis'impoiAjrtrt^cwsis'm the lites of 
l^hifl' jAtd^Vif gmta. we sKaH con* 
«tide #ifti-8la«iig- that* Ihe^ lived 
in (lie greatest Limoiiy ; while the 
aunt, w^ho had been the instrumenl 
of their former soitows, lived but a 
few years after ; and upon her death- 
bed, repenting of hur former con- 
duct, made her will, in which she 
declared Madame Do la Tour to be 
her sole heir — a circumstJince which 
did not afford them much pleasure, 
except when they reflected that it 
would enable them to discharge 
their obligations to their friends; 
among whom the grateful Indian 



who had saved the life ^{ Yv^Hisc 
vfns not forgotten; tad thus, after 
having weathered the rov^h 5«i of 
tiilamiiy, they at length came to a 
safe anchor in the harbonr of hap<- 
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